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ing the Netherland East Indies, exist untouched. "They have
been placed at the disposition of the Allies," he says, "and
their contributions may be important for the final issue." He
estimates that one-fourth of the Netherlands home army of
400,000 have been killed in the five days of the German Blitz-
krieg and that 80 percent of the Royal Guard have become
casualties.
In the German regions facing Switzerland reports of a con-
centration of artillery and motorized divisions give the im-
pression that preparations are being made for a German push
into Switzerland east of Basel, The Swiss Army completes
mobilization.
After a long conference last night with Secretary Hull and
other advisers, President Roosevelt drafted a personal appeal
to Premier Mussolini not to enlarge the area of the European
war. His message (the text of which is not published) is de-
livered by Ambassador Phillips to Count Ciano in Rome at
10 o'clock this morning. It is eloquent, in some places almost
monitory* It warns that if the conflict should spread to in-
clude the 200,000,000 people in the Mediterranean area and
the Near East there would be much less hope that it could be
kept from spreading in the end to include the whole world,
with unpredictable results alike for all peoples and for their
rulers.
MAY 16
Until now Belgian and British forces have been able to hold
off the heavy German attacks in front of Brussels and Ant-